6              Idea and Scope of a Miracle.

sidered in its proper place ; meanwhile let it suffice to
state, that those events only are connected with our
present subject which have no assignable second cause
or antecedent, and which, on that account, are from
the nature of the case referred to the immediate
agency of the Deity.

A Revelation, that is, a direct message from God to
man, itself bears in some degree a miraculous cha-
racter; inasmuch as it supposes the Deity actually to
present Himself before His creatures, and to interpose
in the affairs of life in a way above the reach of those
settled arrangements of nature, to the existence of
which universal experience bears witness. And as a
Revelation itself, so again the evidences of a Revela-
tion may all more or less be considered miraculous.
Prophecy is an evidence only so far as foreseeing
future events is above the known powers of the human
mind, or miraculous. In like manner, if the rapid
extension of Christianity be urged in favour of its
divine origin, it is because such extension, under such
circumstances, is supposed to be inconsistent with the
known principles and capacity of human nature. And
the pure morality of the Gospel, as taught by illiterate
fishermen of Galilee, is an evidence, in proportion as
the phenomenon disagrees with the conclusions of
general experience, which leads us to believe that a
high state of mental cultivation is ordinarily requisite
tor the production of such moral teachers. It might